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notes. 473 

Emendation to Catullus, XXIX 8. 

The eighth line of this bitter lampoon on Caesar, Pompey and 
Mamurra stands in the MSS in a wholly unsatisfactory form. The 
majority have the reading 

Aut albulus columbus aut idoneus ; 

G and O substituting the impossible word hydoneus. Sillig keeps 
the last word of the MSS, changing aut to haut ; Munro follows 
him, but is unable to give any satisfactory rendering ; the senti- 
ment is feeble, and the litotes of haut idoneus quite alien to the 
intense emphasis of the piece. The old emendation of Avancius, 
Adoneus (i. e. Adonis ; Plautus, Menaechmei, 1:2: 35) has been very 
generally adopted. But Munro's objections, both to the rudeness 
of the form and the incorrectness of the comparison, seem to me 
unanswerable. I propose, therefore, retaining aut, to read aedonis, 
i. e. aijSoj-i's. The word is not found elsewhere in any Latin author 
that has come to us, though aedon is well known. But arfiovls is 
found in several Greek passages, for which see Liddell and Scott. 
Its use by Theocritus and Callimachus would commend it to 
Catullus ; and it seems to me the sense " a pet nightingale " is in 
perfect harmony with albulus columbus. The word, from its very 
nature and look, would be likely to be lost. I should think it 
very probable that the pedigree of the text as we have it now is 
aedonis = adonis = adonius=z adoneus (as conjectured by Avan- 
cius) = idoneus. 

William Everett. 



